Persecuted for Righteousness Sake-Called to be a Blessing

2 Tim 2:1-4 (NKJV) 1 You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ
Jesus. 2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit
these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 3 You therefore must endure
hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 No one engaged in warfare entangles himself
with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.

Matt 5:9-16 (NKJV) 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of
God. 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, For theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. 11 "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all
kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for
great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
13 "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned?
It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. 14 You
are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are
in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.

Mark 13:9-13 (NKJV) 9 But watch out for yourselves, for they will deliver you up to
councils, and you will be beaten in the synagogues. You will be brought before rulers and
kings for My sake, for a testimony to them. 10 And the gospel must first be preached to
all the nations. 11 But when they arrest you and deliver you up, do not worry beforehand,
or premeditate what you will speak. But whatever is given you in that hour, speak that;
for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. 12 Now brother will betray brother to
death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and cause them to
be put to death. 13 And you will be hated by all for My name's sake. But he who endures
to the end shall be saved.

Acts 4:1-31 (NKJV) 1 Now as they spoke to the people, the priests, the captain of the
temple, and the Sadducees came upon them, 2 being greatly disturbed that they taught the
people and preached in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3 And they laid hands on
them, and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4 However,
many of those who heard the word believed; and the number of the men came to be about
five thousand. 5 And it came to pass, on the next day, that their rulers, elders, and scribes,
6 as well as Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and as many as were
of the family of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem. 7 And when they
had set them in the midst, they asked, "By what power or by what name have you done
this?" 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and
elders of Israel: 9 If we this day are judged for a good deed done to a helpless man, by
what means he has been made well, 10 let it be known to you all, and to all the people of
Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God
raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole. 11 This is the 'stone



which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.’ 12 Nor is
there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.” 13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and
perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they
realized that they had been with Jesus. 14 And seeing the man who had been healed
standing with them, they could say nothing against it. 15 But when they had commanded
them to go aside out of the council, they conferred among themselves, 16 saying, "What
shall we do to these men? For, indeed, that a notable miracle has been done through them
is evident to all who dwell in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 But so that it spreads
no further among the people, let us severely threaten them, that from now on they speak
to no man in this name." 18 And they called them and commanded them not to speak at
all nor teach in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered and said to them,
"Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge.

20 For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.” 21 So when they
had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way of punishing them, because
of the people, since they all glorified God for what had been done. 22 For the man was
over forty years old on whom this miracle of healing had been performed. 23 And being
let go, they went to their own companions and reported all that the chief priests and
elders had said to them. 24 So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with
one accord and said: "Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and
all that is in them, 25 who by the mouth of Your servant David have said: 'Why did the
nations rage, And the people plot vain things? 26 The kings of the earth took their stand,
And the rulers were gathered together Against the Lord and against His Christ.' 27 "For
truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius
Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together 28 to do
whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done. 29 Now, Lord, look
on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your
word, 30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done
through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the place
where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.

1 Peter 1:6-7 (NKJV) 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if
need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith,
being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be
found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,

1 Peter 4:12-19 (NKJV) 12 Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial
which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; 13 but rejoice to the
extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may
also be glad with exceeding joy. 14 If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed
are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is
blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer,
a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other people's matters. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as
a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter. 17 For the
time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first,



what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 Now "If the
righteous one is scarcely saved, Where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?"

19 Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him
in doing good, as to a faithful Creator.

1 Peter 3:8-15 (NKJV) 8 Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for
one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; 9 not returning evil for evil
or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this,
that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For "He who would love life And see good days, Let
him refrain his tongue from evil, And his lips from speaking deceit. 11 Let him turn away
from evil and do good; Let him seek peace and pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are
on the righteous, And His ears are open to their prayers; But the face of the Lord is
against those who do evil." 13 And who is he who will harm you if you become followers
of what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you are
blessed. "And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled.” 15 But sanctify the Lord
God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a
reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;
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